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Members of Institute of International Law in Session 


This eminent body adopted unanimously Dr. James Brown Scott's resolution com- 

mending the League of Nations for creating the Woman's Consultative Committee on 

Nationality and requesting its continuance. It also created a Liaison Committee from its 

own membership to work with the Consultative Committee in drafting an Equal World 
Code of Nationality. The meeting was held in Cambridge, England. 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 

to secure for women complete equality 

with men under the law and in all human 
relationships. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 

“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 

throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


Senate Joint Resolution Number 52] 
House Joint Resolution Number 55] 
Introduced in the Senate June 4, 1929, 
by Senator GeRALD P. North Dakota. 
Introduced in the House April 25, 1929, 


by REPRESENTATIVE FREDERICK W. MaAGRaDyY, 
Pennsylvania. 


Equal Rights 


Is She a Feminist ? 


T becomes necessary, occasionally, to reiterate the true definition of Femin- 
| iam the real aspirations and convictions of a Feminist. 

A fortnight ago Dr. Olga Knopf, Viennese psychiatrist, arrived in New 
York City to lecture at the New School for Social Research on “Do Men and 
Woman Have Special Problems?” 


The New York Times summarized an interview she gave as follows: 


“Dr. Knopf said that if women failed to reach high places and were con- 
sidered inferior to men in business life it was their own fault. This admission 
of the difference in a man and a woman was in reality an inferiority complex, 
Dr. Knopf declared, and was nurtured in women from childhood.” 


The Times then quotes her as saying: 


“Children receive the impression from babyhood that the father is the 
most important member of the family and that the mother is really an inferior 
person with little initiative. Mothers say to their children, ‘Now just wait 
until your father gets home and he will attend to you,’ or they warn their 
children that they will ‘tell father’ for their pecadillos.” 


It continues: 

“Dr. Knopf denied that she was a Feminist. She said she believed, 
‘naturally,’ in the equality of women, but she felt that the Feminists were 
‘going about it in the wrong way.’ 

“<*They start by admitting just what they pretend not to believe—that there 
is a difference in man and woman,’ she explained.” 


Webster’s New International Dictionary has two definitions of Feminism. 
One, in the body of the volume, says that Feminism is “feminine character or 
characteristics” or “female characteristics present in males”—a medical term. 


The other, in the Addenda, says Feminism is: 


“The theory, cult, or practice of those who hold that present 
laws, conventions, and conditions of society prevent the free and 
full development of woman, and who advocate such, changes as will 
do away with undue restrictions upon her political, social, and 
economic conduct and relations; also, the propaganda for securing 
these changes.” 


There is no sense in refusing to admit that “present laws, conventions, 
and conditions of society” are unequal as between men and women. Dr. Knopf 
speaks of it in her discussion of the way children are brought up to respect 
men more than women. No real Feminist ever admitted that there are dif- 
ferences between men and women which justify these differences in law, cus- 
toms, and social conditions. The Feminist begins by admitting that these 
extraneous differences exist and insisting that there is no intrinsic basis for 
them. She continues by advocating such changes as will abolish these restric- 
tions upon her political, social, and economic conduct and relations, simply 
omitting from Webster that ambiguous word “undue” and holding that all 
discriminations against women, all restrictions not placed upon men and 
women alike, are “undue.” She will finish by abolishing all these discrimina- 
tory restrictions. 


By this definition, then, Dr. Knopf is a Feminist, if the Times is correct 
in reporting that she “naturally” believes in equality, and if the other quota- 
tions from her interview represent her belief that children should not be 
brought up to feel men are more important than women. 

We who call ourselves Feminists believe that men are no more important 
than women, and women no more important than men. We believe that 
neither sex excels in importance, significance, “power for good,” intelligence, 
righteousness, virtue, or any other kind of worth. We are not taken in by 
the muddled prevailing idea that father is more important than mother, but 
that somehow the “maternal instinct” is more sacred than the “paternal 
instinct.” We hold maternity and paternity of equal value. 

We ask for our rights, not to reform the world, but to establish justice 
and freedom. 

In other words, we “naturally” believe in equality and insist that it should 
prevail in the world we live in. 


“ 
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LICE PAUL arrived on the Volen- 
dam Monday, August 31, Character- 
istically, she came unannounced, 

escaping the crowd of those who would 
have wished to do her honor. 

With the triumphs of her epoch-making 
nationality campaign upon her, a world- 
renowed leader whose latest efforts have 
been acclaimed in every part of the globe, 
and whose: undeviating purpose has 
changed the plan of the League of Nations 


itself, she went straight from the ship to 
her family in New Jersey for a few days 
before coming on to Washington and her 
eager colleagues who greeted her upon her 
arrival at Alva Belmont House last week. 

Alice Paul is a constant reminder that 
laurel, as well as rue, may be worn with 
a difference; but try as she may, she 
cannot prevent the fame which is so glori- 
ously hers, nor check the expressions of 
gratitude which pour in upon her from 
women the world over. She may evade 
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Alice Paul Is Home Again 


the public expression of this gratitude, 
but it is none the less hers, and even she 
—though she avoid hearing it—cannot 
keep it from being expressed in a dozen 
different languages in two hemispheres 
by those who recognize Alice Paul for 
what she is. 

The Woman’s Party proudly welcomes 
home this leader so dauntless and so re- 
tiring, who utters in so quiet a voice 
truths that ring like a trumpet round the 
world. 


More About Night Work 


HE Montana Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party has added its pro- 
test to the general one of the or- 

ganization as whole against the abolition 
of night work for women by the Cotton 
Textile Institute and the subsequent com- 
mendation by the President’s Emergency 
Committee for Employment. 7 


The following resolutions were adopted 
by the branch at a recent meeting. 


“Whereas, the Cotton Textile Institute 
has dismissed women—many of whom 
have dependents—from night work, there- 
by adding large numbers to the ranks of 
the unemployed, and 


“Wuereas, the Montana State Branch 
of the National Woman’s Party is not op- 
posed to abolition of night work for both 
men and women, but objects to any at- 
tempt to restrict the working hours of 
women which does not apply equally to 
men, and 

“WHEREAS, women are the principal 
buyers of cotton goods, 

“Be It Resolved, That the action of the 
Cotton Textile Institute in discriminating 
against women by dismissing them from 
night work without the assurance of day- 
time work is deplored; and 

“Be it further resolved, that whereas 
women, as citizens of the United States, 
are entitled to consideration and protec- 
tion equal to that which is accorded to 
men by the government of the United 
States, the commendation by the Presi- 
dent’s Emergency Committee for Employ- 
ment of the action taken by the Cotton 
Textile Institute in dismissing women 
from night work is vigorously protested, 
and 

“Be it further resolved, that a copy of 
these resolutions be forwarded to the Cot- 
ton Textile Institute and to the President 
of the United States.” 

The following editorial concerning the 
situation appeared in the Washington 
(District of Columbia) Daily News: 
“The President’s Emergency Committee 
for Employment finds the action of the 
Cotton Textile Institute in dismissing 


women from night jobs decidedly com- 
mendable. 

“The National Woman’s Party finds it 
a selfish attempt on the part of the cotton 
industry to save itself at the expense of 
women workers, since the women are re- 
ported being dismissed not only from 
night work but from all work. 


“A fair judgment probably lies some- 
where between these two opinions. 


“It is decidedly regrettable that women 
must work at night, or that anyone must 
work at night for that matter. Also it is 
regrettable that a mother with home and 
children to care for in the day time should 
have to work at night while the children 
are safely asleep in order that they all 
may eat. And it is even more regrettable 
that such a mother should be left without 
a job of any sort, day or night, and with- 
out anything to eat. | 

“Until that happy time arrives when in- 
dustry is so organized that neither men 
nor women need sacrifice health and home 
life doing night work, it seems to us the 
only humane and just way is to retain 
those workers, men or women, whose 
earnings are essential to the support of 
a family.” 

From coast to coast, the National 
Woman’s Party protest against the 
President’s Committee’s action has ap- 
peared in hundreds of newspapers and 
clippings have come in to national head- 


quarters from San Francisco, California, . 


to New York City, New York. 


The strangely involved viewpoint of the 
cotton manufacturers is revealed in the 
following clipping concerning a statement 
by John A. Law, president of the Saxon 
Mill of Spartanburg, North Carolina: 

“Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 18.—Persistence 
of a comparatively small yet influential 
group of South Carolina cotton manufac- 
turers in continuing to employ: women at 
night is subjecting the State to criticism 
which it hardly deserves, said Mr. John 
A. Law, president of the Saxon Mill, of 
Spartanburg, that State. 


“Mr. Law declares that operatives in 


Southern mills are now joining with en- 
lightened manufacturers in arguing that 
regular work for employees is being en- 
dangered by the night-runners, who, 
through thus spreading their overhead, 
reduce their costs, and are thus enabled 
to ‘hog the market’ by constantly accept- 
ing orders at lower prices than could 
be accepted without loss by mills running 
in daytime only. | 


“More than 75 per cent. of the spinners 
of South Carolina are operating in step 
with the movement to discontinue night 
employment for women and minors, he 
continued. 


“Operatives, he continued, scoff at the 
assertion of the night-running executives 
who say that they are. thus furnishing 
employment to more people. This is 
called ‘mere camouflage on the part of 
those who are thus trying to increase 
volume of production to decrease their 
costs, and who, through semblance of giv- 
ing employment to the few, are really 
endangering the employment of many and 
preventing stabilization of both employ- 
ment and prices’.” 


Starting out with the employment of 
women at night, Mr. Law switches quickly 
over to the idea that the employment of 
night workers — apparently any or all 
night workers regardless of sex though he 
is careful not to say so—endangers the 
regular work for employees. Then back 
he comes to the discontinuance of night 
work for “women and minors” as though 
this would solve the “hogging of the mar- 
ket” by night-running mills. Certainly 


_there are some masculine night-workers. 


Word comes from Rhode Island that the 
1931 session of that State’s Legislature 
passed a resolution creating a special 
commission to study night employment 
for women. The chairman of the Law- 
yers’ Council of Rhode Island has written 
to Jane Norman Smith in New Hamp- 
shire, asking her to form a group in that 
State to give helpful information to the 
Rhode Island commission. 


The commission members are Herbert 


| 


y 


| 
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M. Sherwood, Edward F. Walker, and 
Archibald Silverman, all of Providence. 
News of the forward step of another 
State in “protective” legislation during 
the 1931 session of its Legislature comes 
from Arkansas. The nine-hour law for 
women, existing in that State, was amend- 
ed so as not to apply to “females employed 
by railroad companies.” The amendment 
was put into effect from and after its 
passage and approval, the Legislature de- 


claring the existence of an emergency 
“by reason of the fact that several females 
are being deprived of employment” by the 
operation of the nine-hour law. 

The soundness of the National Woman’s 
Party’s contention that labor laws should 
apply to all workers irrespective of sex 
is strongly evidenced here. If the nine- 
hour law had applied to men as well as 
women, the Arkansas women would not 
have been deprived of their employment 


Equal Rights 


nor would the Legislature have had to 
amend the law. 

And now back to nightwork. Walter 
Winchell had an interesting comment to 
make in his “On Broadway” column of 
August 31, as follows: 

“Night club cigarette girls were ar- 
rested for working after 10 P. M. They 
drew suspended sentences. If they are 
caught at it again, they will be fined $500. 
(Hoover’s unemployment relief?)” 


Margaret Whittemore in England 


LIVELY day-to-day picture of 
London’s welcome to and interest 
in Margaret Whittemore, National 
Council member of the National Woman’s 
Party, is presented by the following clip- 
pings from British papers forwarded to 
national headquarters by Betty Archdale. 

Activities of the Six Point Group, that 
valiant and indefatigable defender of 
equality, are inseparably mixed up with 
all the Feminist enthusiasm for Miss 
Whittemore, and clippings concerning its 
work are included. 


(Eetract from Daily Telegraph, Lon 
don, April 27, 1931.) 
A CALIFORNIA VISITOR 


. Great interest will be shown by all 
women concerned with feminine rights in 
the At Home which the Six Point Group 
are holding this afternoon in honor of 
Miss Margaret Whittemore of California. 

Miss Whittemore is a vice-president of 
the Equal Rights International and a 
member of the League of Nations Nation- 
ality Committee. She gave me an interest- 
ing peep into the importance of the wom- 
en’s organization which she represents 
when I met her the other day. 


The International Code of Law, which 
is one of the most stupendous: tasks ever 
undertaken, starts with nationality as its 
first subject, and women have entered 
their protest against certain of the ar- 
ticles drawn by the Convention on Nation- 
ality held at The Hague last summer. 
They are at present drawing up a report 
to be submitted to the League of Assembly 
in July, and it is this task which has 
brought Miss Whittemore to Europe. 

I found Miss Whittemore a very charm- 
ing little woman, with close-cropped gray 


hair and a very youthful, enthusiastic 


outlook. 

(Eztracts from the Daily Sketch, Lon- 
don,April 27, 1931.) 

A Woman In Po .itics 

There will be a rush of women in poli- 
tics this afternoon to meet Miss Mar- 
garet Whittemore, in whose honor the 
Executive Committee of the Six Point 
Group are holding an At Home. 

She is a vice-president of the Equal 
Rights International, and therefore helps 
to lead the important group of women 


who are at present holding up the whole 
machinery of the codification of inter- 
national law by their insistence on wom- 
en’s being treated on an equality with 
men in the question of nationality. 


Miss Whittemore has been a visitor in 
London for the last three weeks, but so 
retiring is she that no one beyond her 
own immediate circle of friends and co- 
workers has suspected her presence. 


She is a little gray-headed woman, with 
hair closely cropped and very blue eyes, 
and comes from California. She speaks 
with the soft caressing voice sometimes 
met with in women from the Southern 
States, and is great admirer of everything 
English, from food to scenery. 

She thinks Englishwomen are very alive 
politically and have a firm grasp of the 
main issues in our party politics. — 


(Hetract from Liverpool Post, April 


28, 1931.) 
FEMININE FEMINIST 


An interesting woman in London now 
is Miss Margaret Whittemore, a Cali- 
fornian, who is a vice-president of the 
Equal Rights International. 


Those who think that because a woman 
believes in Equal Rights she must neces- 
sarily be aggressive in appearance, speech, 
and manner ought to meet Miss Whitte- 
more. She is a little woman, neat in 
dress, soft of speech, and giving the im- 
pression of being almost shy. 

(Extract from the Scotsman, LEdin- 
burgh, May 4, 1931.) 


A provocative little picture of the work 
-at Geneva which led to the appointment 


by the League of Nations of a committee 
to consider the nationality question was 
drawn the other day by Miss Margaret 
Whittemore, vice-president of the new 
Feminist organization known as_ the 
Equal Rights International and a mem- 
ber of the National Woman’s Party, 
U. S. A. 

As might be expected, emphasis was laid 
upon the significance of the growth of 
the international Feminist movement, the 
most remarkable and inspiring develop- 
ment, in Miss Whittemore’s opinion, in 
the history of Feminism. 

Mention of the Six Point Group is a 
reminder of an interesting document just 


come to hand, a copy of the memorandum 
prepared by that body for submission to 
the Royal Commission on Unemployment. 
It can only be described as frank and to 
the point. 

With so much discussion nowadays 
upon the problem of domestic service, it 
is certainly remarkable that a Feminist 
organization should remark that, “While 
not wishing to deprecate domestic service, 
and its eminent suitability for certain per- 
sons, male and female, we strongly resent 
the attitude that every woman, whether 
trained or not, can become a domestic 
servant, and that domestic service is suit- 
able for all women. (This last point, by 
the way, is one emphasized by schools, 
colleges, and other circles that would not 
deserve the label “Feminist.” ) 

(Extract from The 


26, 1981.) 


Six Point Grovup’s FoR 

The Six Point Group, a women’s organ- 
ization for the equality of the sexes, has 
prepared a memorandum for submission 
to the Royal Commission on Unemploy- 
ment. 

The Group recommends that the unem- 
ployment insurance schemes should be re- 
organized on a basis of equality between 
the sexes. It puts forward the following 
detailed recommendations: 

That the benefit received by women, 
young women, and girls should be raised 
to that received by men, young men, and 
boys respectively, and that all contribu- 
tions should be in proportion to pay. 

That the benefit for dependents should 
be granted without distinction of sex. 

While not wishing to deprecate domes- 
tic service and'its eminent suitability for 
certain persons, the Group “strongly fe- 
sents the attitude that every woman, 
whether trained or not, can become a 
domestic servant, and that domestic ser- 
vice is suitable to all women.” 

The Group suggests the appointment of 
more women police and the appointment 
of women advisors at unemployment ex- 
changes to advise women as to the work- 
ing of the Acts, especially on the question 
of whether—if they refuse uninsured 
domestic service —they will lose their 
benefit. 

The training of women in the follow- 
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ing trades and professions in which there 
is a shortage of women is recommended: 

Solicitors; electrical engineers; avia- 
tion; chauffeurs; agriculture, including 
poultry and bee-keeping; administrative 
posts in commercial houses and laundries; 
hotel managers; restaurant managers; 
commercial travelers. 
“Every encouragement,” the memoran- 
dum says, “must be given to unemployed 
women to break new ground and not to 
enter trades and professions already 
crowded with women, e. g., secretarial 
and office work.” 

(EHeatract from Birmingham Post, May 
6, 1931.) 


A Spririrep Protest 

I have just received from the Six Point 
Group a copy of the letter sent by them to 
Mr. Clynes in connection with his speech 
at the Royal Academy banquet. The de- 
batable sentiment was to the effect that, 
“while everything must be done to assist 
children, women, and the aged, the best 
efforts should be made in industrial ser- 
vice by those who are strong and healthy 
in the years when they are well equipped 
for industrial service.” 

The protest runs: “To class women with 
children and the aged is surely a little 
out of date. We notice that not a single 
woman was present at the dinner, and 
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though your statement may have pleased 
the strong and healthy men there, it will 
not be well received by the millions of 
women wage and salary earners in this 
country, who in spite of old-fashioned 
prejudice and restrictive legislation, are 
holding their own with strong and healthy 
men in the trades and professions. ... . 
“We would urge you not to hinder 
women by such statements, which can 
only represent an out-of-date state of 
mind, but to help women, and men too, 
by looking on women as adult persons 
just as capable as any other persons of 
giving their best efforts to the service of 
the State.” | 


Glimpse Chinese Feminism 


closed to women, though some 
Chinese women’s colleges still have 
their doors shut to men. 

This news of Feminist advance from a 
country commonly thought by Occidentals 
to be backward in granting equality 
to women was brought to members 
of the National Woman’s Party by 
Dr. Yi Chi Mei, formerly of the Tsing 
Heuh University at Peiping and now ad- 
visor to Chinese scholarship students in 
America, at a tea given Sunday, August 
30, at Alva Belmont House in Washington. 

. That Chinese women, despite their prog- 
ress in recent years, are still far from the 
goal of complete equality was, however, 
regretted by Dr. Mei. Prejudices of cen- 
turies, calculated to keep women in the 
background, are too well entrenched to be 
overcome in a short time, in his opinion. 

Women of China have recently been 
granted Equal Rights to inherit property 
with men, it is true, but their real inde- 
pendence will come only when they have 
attained economic independence, through 
education for industry as well as educa- 
tion as scholars. 

Dr. Mei instanced the situation at his 
own university of Tsing Heuh, as exampli- 
fying the difficulties which must be faced 
and overcome by ambitious women stu- 


N O universities in China today are 


dents before complete equality in educa- 
tional opportunity can be attained. 

Although the men students at the Peip- 
ing school, with a gallantry seldom en- 
countered in western men’s schools, peti- 
tioned to have women admitted, the men 
proceeded to lampoon them in the college 
newspapers, once they had entered. And 
the women themselves are self-conscious 
and as yet unable to accept their new free- 
dom as a matter of course. 

That China’s famous obedience to tradi- 
tion and unwillingness to break away 
from the example set by their ancestors 
should not constitute an unsurmountable 
barrier to the progress of women is, how- 
ever, the hope and belief of Dr. Mei. For 
the law of obedience to the father applies 
only where the example or command of 
the father is right. And if, in the light of 
new knowledge and education, it seems 
just that women should be given an op- 
portunity for education and advancement, 
then the reform can be effected without 
violation of the tradition of the past. 

In old China, women were not per- 
mitted to participate in public affairs but 
there are individual examples of women 
scholars and artists who made great con- 
tributions to Chinese culture, according 
to Dr. Mei. 

In new China, sex is not a bar to the 


holding of government office by women 
educated and qualified for the positions, 
Dr. Mei said in answer to questions. 

Another guest at the tea, Ya Chuan 
Wong, talented young Chinese student at 
George Washington University, afforded 
proof of Dr. Mei’s contention that the 
women of his country are making good 
progress toward equality. 

Miss Wong, besides making a brilliant 
record in her graduate studies of Inter- 
national Law at George Washington Uni- 
versity, is the first woman president of 
the Chinese Student’s Club in Washing- 
ton and upon her return to China will 
have a position with the State department 
of that country. 

Miss Wong entertained guests at the 
tea with a charming rendition of her 
native Chinese songs. 

Mrs. J. H. Stewart, who formerly had a 
Chinese school in Washington, paid a trib- 
ute to the work of Dr. and Mrs. Mei in be- 
half of Chinese students in Washington. 
They have made their comfortable home 
on Connecticut Avenue in Washington a 
headquarters for Chinese students here, 
she said. Going beyond his official job as 
advisor to scholarship students sent under 
the Boxer Indemnity Fund arrangement, 
Dr. Mei is a “father” to all the students 
from his homeland. 


Nationality and the National Woman's Party 


Consultative Committee on Nation- 
ality of the League of Nations has 
ended. In considering its work, the im- 
portant though unofficial part played by 
the National Woman’s Party through its 
members becomes immediately apparent. 
In its closing sessions the Women’s 
Consultative Committee thanked the In- 
ter-American Commission of Women and 
credited this organization with the work 
which led to the formation of the Con- 
sultative Committee. 
In turn, the Inter-American Commis- 


‘Tc second meeting of the Women’s 


sion must thank three members of the 
National Woman’s Party for much of its 
efficiency and achievement. Mrs. O. H. 
P. Belmont’s generosity financed the In- 
ter-American Commission’s headquarters 
in Geneva. She gave additional thou- 
sands of dollars to the organization. The 
work of Alice Paul, remaining in Geneva 
in charge of the headquarters for a year, 
and Doris Stevens, chairman of the Com- 
mission, is too well known for its sin- 
cerity and success to repeat. 

Thus the National Woman’s Party is 
indissalubly though unofficially linked 


with the progress of the gallant national- 
ity campaign at Geneva. 

The second meeting of the Consultative 
Committee approved a draft resolution 
concerning the nationality of women and 
it will be presented to the League of Na- 
tions Assembly this month. The following 
is the text of the resolution in part: 

“WHerEas, the Women’s Consultative 
Committee on Nationality created by the 
sixty-second session of the Council of the 
League, has submitted to the Assembly a 
report expressing disapproval of the 
Hague Nationality Convention inasmuch 
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as that convention differentiates between 
men and women as regards nationality; 
and 

“Wuereas, the Women’s Consultative 
Committee has recommended to the As- 
sembly that it take steps to bring about 
the reconsideration of The Hague Nation- 
ality Convention and to submit to the 
governments a new nationality conven- 
tion founded on the principle of equality 
between men and women. 

“The Assembly requests the Council to 
provide for the further consideration of 
the question of the nationality of women 
with a view to carrying into effect the 
recommendation made by the Women’s 
Consultative Committee.” 

Another resolution adopted unanimous- 
ly by the Women’s Consultative Com- 
mittee on Nationality was that expressing 
appreciation to the Inter-American Com- 
mission of Women. It follows: 

“The committee desires to record a note 
of thanks expressing its deep appreciation 
to the Inter-American Commission of 
Women for the splendid and sustained 
preparatory work undertaken and carried 


out entirely at its own expense, which led 
to the formation of the Women’s Con- 
sultative Committee.” 

Free for a little while from their tire- 
less campaigning for equality in national- 
ity, Doris Stevens and Alice Paul are 
home again. Miss Stevens returned Au- 
gust 12 and Alice Paul, on August 31. 

A press tribute to Mrs, O. H. P. Bel- 
mont’s work for women’s nationality 
rights is the following Associated Press 
dispatch which appeared in the Wilming- 
ton (Delaware) News on August 21: 


ASHINGTON, (AP)—A stone cha- 
teau in France has become unofficial 
headquarters of the world-wide campaign 
for women’s nationality rights. The 
League of Nations will consider the mat- 
ter at its September meeting in Geneva. 
In the stone chateau lives Mrs. O. H. VP. 
Belmont, wealthy American society lead- 
er, who has probably given more money to 
women’s causes in her lifetime than any 
other woman. 
The originality and energy which she 
once put into brilliant balls in New York 
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and Newport are now expended on the 
campaign the object of which is to retain 
nationality rights for all women married 
to foreigners, and her money has kept 
open an office in Geneva for the last year. 

Alice Paul, an American woman wh) 
compiled the report of women’s national- 
ity rights in 90 countries, is in charge. 
The recommendations on nationality made 
by a consultative committee of women 
appointed by the League of Nations were 
based on Miss Paul’s report. 

Mrs. Belmont keeps in constant touch 
with the world’s news affecting women’s 
rights, and men and women from all over 
the world who champion Feminism stop 
at her door in Augurville la Rivere. 

Though she has never visited it, Alva 
Belmont House at Washington, head- 
quarters of the National Woman’s Party, 
has become one of the show places of the 
capital. A $50,000 statue of Joan of Are, 
a gift from Mrs. Belmont, is soon to be 
installed. The most complete library of 
Feminism in the world, another gift of 
Mrs. Belmont, is stored in fireproof vaults 
awaiting a suitable place in the house. 


Women Seek Equal Citizenship 


of what may be called the science 

of international citizenship has been 
advanced by the handing over to the Sec- 
retary-General of the League of Nations 
of a short and very concise document. 

This document, containing the unani- 
mously authorized views of the eight 
internationally organized women’s socie- 
ties upon the question of the nationality 
of married women forms, as it were, a 
link between the discussions of last year’s 
League Assembly and the promised dis- 
cussions of this, and gives rise to the 
hope that, because the considered opinions 
of the world’s women have been placed in 
concrete form, matters regarding nation- 
ality may now be dealt with upon a clear 
and businesslike understanding and 
cleared up satisfactorily. 

The question of women’s nationality 
has vexed the experts in some degree ever 
since, in 1905, the International Council 
of Women first expounded their belief 
that trouble was brewing on account of 
the fact that, in nearly every country, law 
required woman to follow, without option, 
the nationality of her husband. But dur- 
ing the last couple of years, an amount of 
energy has been expended in the effort to 
adjust matters which has appeared to the 
uninitiated quite out of proportion to the 
injustices involved. 

After all, woman’s lack of ability to 
choose her nationality is not by any 
means the gravest of difficulties confront- 
ing her in her struggle to establish her 
full rights of citizenship. There are many 
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By Phyllis Lovell 
(Reprinted from Christian Science 
Monitor of August 14, 1931.) 


matters related to the procuring of those 
rights which are acknowledged to be of 
greater importance. 

Nationality happens, however, to have 
stepped into the limelight at the moment 
because, alone among so-called “Women’s 
Questions,” it has become involved in the 
process of the attempted codification of 
international law, and woman is exceed- 
ingly anxious to prevent the extension 
to that law of the basis of inequality be- 
tween men and women against which she 
has carried on a struggle with national 
laws for the last century. 

When, in March and April last year, 
The Hague Codification Conference pro- 
duced a Nationality Convention which in 


only one small particular conferred upon 


women the privilege of choice in nation- 
ality matters, the women were loud in 
their protests. And when, in the follow- 
ing September, the Assembly of the 
League of Nations discussed the question, 
women from all parts of the world 
gathered at Geneva to explain their griey- 
ances and point out that, although certain 
member-States of the League had signed 
The Hague Convention, no State had, at 
that time, ratified it; and further, that it 
appeared contrary both to reason and 
justice to attempt to codify international 


\law upon lines unsupported by the ma- 


jority of States on the one hand, and 
utterly opposed by every internationally 


organized society of women on the other, 

The Geneva meeting resulted, therefore, 
in the postponement of further discussion 
to the Assembly of September, this year, 
and the Women’s Consultative Commit- 
tee, which has just reported, was created 
to make the necessary investigations in 
the meantime. 

The reasonings of this committee, con- 
tained in a long statement which is now 
in the hands of the League, explain the 
effect produced by the assumption that 
woman is a subordinate partner in mar- 
riage and must, therefore, follow her hus- 
band in nationality matters, regardless of 
her own wishes. 

It is a fact that, under the French 
Civil Code, which first brought her into 
subjection regarding nationality, a woman 
may become liable either to a condition of 
statelessness or of double nationality, 
both of which involve her in almost cer- 
tain hardship. 

For instance, under existing regula- 
tions, an American woman marrying an 
Englishman retains her own nationality 
while automatically adopting that of her 
husband; thus she will possess two na- 
tionalities, and, in any difficulty, lawyers 
may find it hard to decide to which coun- 
try to apply for justice. An English 
woman marrying an American man, on 
the other hand, may find herself without 
any nationality at all, and, therefore, un- 
able to apply for justice anywhere. 

In case of hostilities between countries, 
difficulties increase, since a woman mar- 
ried to an alien enemy will in many in- 
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stances find herself in her own country 
an alien enemy also, and subject to police 
supervision, suspicion, possible loss of 
employment and of home. In time of 
war, such cases are pitifully numerous. 

But, war apart, automatically bestowed 
nationality is always apt to involve a 
woman in troubles. Besides loss of pro- 
tection, she may find herself deprived of 
the right to exercise a profession, to work 
in government or local government ser- 
vice, to benefit from national insurance 
schemes, to hold or inherit property. She 
will always stand, in fact, liable to be 


deprived of that most fundamental of all 


human rights, the right of citizenship. 


‘The 


ARRIET STANTON BLATCH, 
lH eminent suffragist and daughter 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, has en- 
thusiastically endorsed Sylvia Pank- 
hurst’s book, “The Suffragette Move- 
ment,” which was on display at Alva 
Belmont House a month or so ago. Mrs. 
Blatch thinks it “should be on the book- 
shelves of every suffragist.” 

Her letter to Mary Gawthorpe, a mem- 
ber of the late Emmeline Pankhurst’s 
organization, the Women’s Social and Po- 
litical Union, endorsing the book follows: 

“Please use my name in connection with 
the letter you are sending out to introduce 
Sylvia Pankhurst’s book to a wider pub- 
lic. I shall be proud to be associated 
with its distribution. 


Aviation Records | 
OMEN made six of the eight inter- 
national aviation records for the 
past year and the ninth record, final en- 
dorsement for which is still pending, is 
also claimed by a woman! 

That the rapid advances of women in 
aviation are still accepted with a bit of 
surprise by men is suggested by the an- 
nual report of the National Aeronautical 
Association, which found it “interesting 
to note,” that women took this large share 
of flying honors. 

The women’s records established were: 
Amelia Earhart, 174.897 miles an hour 
over 100 kilometers, 181.438 miles an hour 
over the same course with a pay load of 
500 kilograms; Marian Eddy Conrad, sea- 
plane altitude record; Evelyn (Bobby) 
Trout and Edna May Cooper, 123 hours 
women’s fueling duration record; Ruth 
Nichols, woman’s altitude record, 28,743 
feet; Ruth Nichols, new maximum speed 
mark, 210.63 miles an hour. May Haislip 
made the third category altitude record 
on which final endorsement is still pend- 
ing. 

That women have succeeded in spite of 


On these lines the case is presented by 
the.women and, although it is opposed by 
legal arguments which would hold up a 
bogy of possible conflicts of law and lack 
of unity in the family should they get 
their way, it is considered by those re- 
sponsible for it convincing enough. 

Conflicts of law there will always be 
so long as various countries make various 
regulations—and they do—in regard to 
the nationality rights of their women. 
And unity—even juridical unity —in 
families does not exist even under present 
arrangements. 

The only hope of solving the matter 
lies, it seems, in doing one of two things. 
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In the opinion of organized women, either 
civilization must be carried forward to 
the adoption of equality upon an inter- 
national basis, or it must be driven back- 
ward to the adoption, internationally, of 
the outworn doctrine that woman is sub- 
ordinate to man and must therefore fol!- 
low, without choice, the will of her hus- 
band. 

To go backward would, they affirm, be 
to violate the rights of choice already be- 
stowed, wholly or partially, upon woman 
in regard to nationality by many States. 
To go forward would be to fall in with the 
general demand for freedom as the legiti- 
made right of every human individual. 


Suftragette Movement’’ 


“*The Suffragette Movement’ gives the 
history and meaning of the great rebellion 
of women ably and completely; reveals 
inside facts delicately and searchingly, 
outside occurrences understandingly and 
thrillingly. The book should be in the 
hands of everyone aiming to know how 
the vote was won. 

“T do not add ‘in England’ to that sen- 
tence because the work of the Pankhursts 
at home was the inspiration of similar 
work abroad. The Pankhursts raised the 
question of votes for women from a move- 
ment of polite propaganda to one of the 
hottest political questions of the Twen- 
tieth century, not only in Great Britain 
but in other lands as well. Suffragette 
methods modified to meet other condi- 
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handicaps was emphasized by Amelia 

Earhart in a recent speech at the National 

Aeronautical Convention. 

“You must remember women haven’t 
had access to the military equipment 
which made possible the establishment of 
the world altitude record and the world 
speed record,” she said. 

“They have made these records in spite 
of handicaps. 

“IT think a special cheer should go to 
the married ones who have gone right 
ahead even though their husbands were 
not interested or were downright dis- 
couraging.” 

Woman Railroaders 
OR the first time in its 76 years’ ex- 
istence, the Atlantic and North Caro- 

lina Railroad Company has admitted a 

woman to one of its committeeships. Mrs. 

Richard Duffy of New Bern, North Caro- 

lina, was recently elected by the stock- 

holders to a place on the proxy committee 
of the railroad company. 

Now the job of call “boy” has been 
added to the field of woman’s work. 

Martha Butler, former chief clerk in 


tions were adopted in the United States 
to good purpose. The vote here, as in 
England, was won by changing a gentle 
skirmish of words into a bombardment of 
deeds. 

“Sylvia Pankhurst’s book is of value 
then not only to those interested in the 
development of suffrage in England, but 
to everyone the world round who wishes 
to know how the modern movement took 
root. 

“*The Suffragette Movement’ should be 
not only in every public library in Ameri- 
ca, but on the bookshelves of every suf- 
fragist. To be well-informed on the suf- 
frage movement one must peruse this 
thrilling volume.” 


the car department of the Lehigh Valley 
Railroad at Hazelton, Pennsylvania, re- 
cently assumed the duties of call boy. 
Though the job had never before been 
held by a woman, Miss Butler assured 
railway officials that a woman could do 
the job as well as a man. 

Because of recent curtailments in the 
company’s personnel, she was scheduled 
for demotion from her clerkship and this 
was the only position open. 


Honored on Birthday 
ELENE RICHTER, noted Austrian 
author and scholar, was honored by 
the municipality of Vienna on her seven- 
tieth birthday anniversary on August 4. 
She was also accorded the honorary de- 
gree of doctor by the University of Heidle- 
berg. | 

Notable among Dr. Richter’s works are 
her biographies of Shelley and of Mary 
Wolstonecraft. She is also recognized for 
her scientific writings. 

Both Helene Richter and her sister, 
Elise, who was the first Austrian woman 
nominated professor of a university, are 
interested in Feminism, 
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Speed of the Ancients 


‘\OMMENTING that old countries may 
for centuries hold on to their old 
customs only to drop them finally with 
a startling suddeness that surprises and 
outdoes more modern civilizations, ‘the 
Berkeley (California) Daily Gazette had 
the following remarks to make on its 
editorial page on August 11: 

“Women in China may now obtain di- 
vorces and inherit and own property in 
their own right. These are distinct gains, 
achieved through the new civil code 
worked out by Dr. Wang Chung-Hui, 
Chinese judge at the court of interna- 
tional justice, at The Hague. The new 
code grants to women complete legal 
equality with men. It is said, by authori- 
ties, to be a masterpiece, incorporating 
the best principles of modern law and the 
best of the ancient Chinese customs. 

“Russian women, under the new regime 
in that country, have complete legal equal- 
ity with men, holding public office and 
sharing honors and privileges along with 
burdens and hardships. 

“Sometimes the old countries drop their 
old ways and take on new ones with an 
abruptness that is startling to a nation 
like ours. Often, the new codes set up 
after revolutions in foreign lands are 
based on the sound principles at the root 
of our government. They copy us and, 
daringly, leap ahead of us in the direction 
we are going. We are slower about set- 
ting up sweeping reforms. We make our 


progress a step at a time, and sometimes 


the steps are taken very tardily.” 


Business and Professional Women 
QUAL pay for equal work and the 
adoption of minimum wages alike for 
men and women were urged at the recent 
conference of the International Federa- 
tion of Business and Professional Women 
in Vienna. 

An appeal was also made by the Fed- 
eration to a number of European coun- 
tries to admit women judges to their 
tribunals. This was urged as particu- 
larly necessary because of the large num- 
bers of women participating in business 
and the professions. 

Delegates from America and from 
eleven European States were present at 
the Vienna meeting, which was hailed as 
the first world conference of the Inter- 
national Federation of Business and Pro- 
fessional Women. | 

Plans for the establishment of a Euro- 
pean office in London to further the work 
of the organization abroad were formu- 
Jated at the Conference. 


Air-minded 
EGGY BRAMHALL of Brooklyn, 19 
years old, is said to be the only 
woman in the country who holds a para- 
chute rigger’s license. She received hery 
recently at Roosevelt Field, Long Island. 


Austrian Woman's Party 


ARIANNE HAINISCH, the 92-year- 

old women’s leader of world-wide 

fame, presided over the meeting of the 

Austrian Woman’s Party, held on June 9, 
in one of the greatest halls of Vienna. 

In her address she said, “The Austrian 

Woman’s Party feels itself to be a part 


of the great international Woman’s Party | 


of the United States (National Woman’s 
Party), whose activity they are follow- 
ing eagerly through the excellent journal 
Equa. Ricuts.” 


She explained that the women of the 
world have a very great task for the 
protection of the whole human nature, 
which is threatened in all countries by 
the spreading of the world’s crisis. There- 
fore she made an appeal to the women 
of the world to form an alliance, for the 
purpose of resistance to the threatening 
danger. 


Helene Granitsch, vice-president, dis- 
cussed the economic troubles which are 
today distinctly noticeable in all coun- 
tries. 

Finally copies of the great Sunday 
paper for all German-speaking women, 
Wort der Frau (Word of Woman) were 
distributed at the meeting. This paper 
supports, most energetically, the efforts 
of women for equality. Mrs. Granitsch, 
who is a member of the International Ad- 
visary Council of the National Woman’s 
Party, is editor-in-chief of the magazine. 
Thrust and Parry 

EOFFERY MANDER, a Liberal Mem- 

ber of the English Parliament from 
Wolverhampton and a great friend of 
Equal Rights, espoused equality recently 
in the House of Commons when, accord- 
ing to The Vote, he asked the Home Sec- 
retary—there to answer questions—if he 
would “consider the desirability of ap- 
pointing an Inter-departmental Commit- 
tee to consider what changes in the law 
would be necessary for this country to 
comply with an international treaty for 
Equal Rights as between the sexes?” 


“No, sir,” replied the Home Secretary, 
Mr. Clynes. “The only proposals for an 
international treaty which I have seen 
do not afford any sufficient definite basis 
upon which a committee could usefully 
be invited to consider the question of 
changes in the law of this country.” 


Mr. Mander then inquired, “Is not the 
right honorable gentleman aware that the 
Home Office and the Foreign Office have 
given contradictory answers in this mat- 
ter, and does he not think that that is a 
good reason for the appointment of a 
Departmental Committee in order to see 
which is right?” 

Mr. Clynes: “I am certain that the 
Home Office in this matter is not in the 
wrong, and I do not agree that contra- 
dictory answers have been given.” 
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First Austrian Woman Pilot oft 
RUDE SCHMIED of Vienna is said 
to be the first Austrian woman to be 

given a diploma as a pilot. Miss Schmied, 
who is 19 years old, formerly did publicity 
work in connection with aviation. She 
studied flying in her spare time and after 
making the sixty solo flights prescribed 
by law, asked for examinations, which she 
passed successfully. 

Two Austrian women are already 
pilots of balloons. They are Josefine Hin- 
terstoisser and Hedwig Mannsbarth, both 
wives of former officers. 


Houskeeping in Politics 
BILL proposing the establishment 
of Chambers of Housekeeping was 
introduced in the last session of the Aus- 
trian Parliament by Dr. Marie Schneider, 
the only non-socialistic woman member 
of the Parliament. 

The purpose of the bill is to give the 
household official representation in the 
State. It will be supported by the Na- 
tional Council of Austrian Women, which 
seeks this opportunity for advancing so- 
cial, economic, educational, and technical 
interests of the home. 


Thanks to the International Institute 
OME recent advances in the cause of 
Equal Rights were summarized by 
Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, chairman of the 
National Council of the National Wom- 
an’s Party, at the tea given Sunday, Au- 
gust 30, in the gardens at Alva Belmont 
House in Washington. vis 

Mrs. Wiley spoke particularly of the 
recognition given to the Woman’s Con- 
sultative Committee on Nationality at the 
Institute of International Law meeting in 
Cambridge recently. 

Emphasizing the significance of the In- 
stitute’s favorable action, Mrs. Wiley pro- 
posed a resolution of thanks to the inter- 
national organization of lawyers. 

The resolution, which was passed unani- 
mously, was as follows: 

“Resolved that the National Woman’s 
Party express its deep appreciation to the 
Institute of International Law for its de- 
cision to cooperate with the League of 
Nations Women’s Consultative Committee 
on Nationality, which Committee is now 
endeavoring to have incorporated in thie 
proposed World Code the principle of the 
equality of the sexes in the matter of 
Nationality.” 

A resolution to express the good wishes 
of the National Woman’s Party to Ruth 
Nichols, who plans to take to the air 
again as soon as she recovers from in- 
juries incurred in her recent crash, wa 
also passed at the meeting. 
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